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				    [image: ]We are proud that our staff is so charitable – always giving back to great causes. Each year, the staff at MKK takes part in the Jeans for Charity Program. Employees pay to wear jeans on Fridays, and at the end of each year that money is donated to various charities.

2017’s recipients were Amazing Mutts Puppy Rescue, St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital, and St. Peter’s Pediatric Hospital. Various gift cards were also given out to underprivileged families in the East Brunswick area.
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				    This piece was written by our Medical Paralegal, Corine Mogenis. It was originally published on the website CureToday.com.

I have been working as a medical paralegal on medical malpractice cases for many, many years. My interest in this area of law and medicine, led me here. I found that I was good at helping others. Being part of the team that helped fight for one’s justice when they were wronged and couldn’t fight for themselves seemed to be what I was on this earth to do. The feeling I would get when we were able to help them was beyond satisfying.

As time went on, I noticed hearing similar patterns of what brought people into our office. This had me asking all sorts of questions. “Did you get a copy of your medical records? Did you get a second opinion?” and others along those lines. I was shocked to hear how many people didn’t know they COULD do that, or that they even had the RIGHT to!

Shortly thereafter, I helped my grandmother through her journey with melanoma – from diagnosis to treatment and then to the transition to hospice care. Around the same time, someone very close to me was diagnosed with cancer. Her diagnosis, as well as the presentation and recurrence, were all unusual. This is when I realized that I was also a patient advocate and that going forward, I should use this ability to help as many others as I could along the way. This journey had me researching, reaching out to doctors from around the world, getting information about clinical trials and sharing this information with the patient. I attended appointments and assisted in asking the right questions and getting answers that were acceptable when dealing with the “fight of your life.” I understood, more than ever, that you had to be your own advocate when dealing with a serious illness or diagnosis.

Taking charge of your health care and participating in the decisions was critical to getting the best treatment possible. This was an eye-opening experience and led me to my next venture.

That is when I teamed up with a colleague and together we co-wrote a book, “Medical Tips From the Inside…Things You Need to Know!” which was published and released a few years ago. We decided to help educate people on their rights as a patient. This was extremely important when faced with a life-changing diagnosis. There are no “do overs” when it comes to your health. Oftentimes, you have a very small window to get the right information and the best opinions from doctors. You can’t choose to stay with the doctor who is around the corner because it is convenient and then complain later on when your disease has advanced and that you want other options and want to go seek second and third opinions. Usually it is too late by then. You’ll get the best results by seeking out as many opinions as possible when you are first diagnosed. Yes, it will be overwhelming and even inconvenient, but it is your life we are talking about. Isn’t it worth it?

The book was the beginning of a whirlwind tour of book signings, radio interviews, newspaper and magazine stories and reviews, local television interviews and speaking at charity and community events and meetings. The most incredible part was meeting tons of people who let us know that they learned something from the book or what we had to say. Some even thanked us for our help – having already used our advice during a medical crisis and letting us know the great outcome because of it. This is exactly why I continued on this journey and truly believed that this was my path in life. If I helped even one person avoid a medical mistake or become the victim of an error or misdiagnosis, then it was all worth it.

Next it was on to our own TV show at our local community station. “Medical Tips You Need to Know!” has been running for approximately eight years now on Princeton Community TV! On the show, we have had guests from every walk of life: patients, doctors, lawyers, nutritionists, acupuncturists and so many other interesting people. Again, I have found that so many of the stories we share on the show really do help people. Whether it helps them cope or learn what to do or even become inspired, it’s a positive thing. It is a service that is necessary and one I don’t mind to help provide.

As the years passed, countless family and friends needed assistance through many a very serious medical diagnosis. We all offer a helping hand when we know someone is sick or going through treatment for an illness. We will throw out the proverbial, “Let me know if I can do anything to help.” Well, providing information on the condition, lists of the best doctors to go see for it or helping them understand how to set up a second opinion appointment are things that I hope really do make a difference.

Then it was my turn.

Life has a funny way of changing your path so you can grow or learn more. I had helped more cancer patients than I could count, but the help came from a medical/legal perspective, not because of any personal experience. This would all change in October 2016 when I was diagnosed with metastatic thyroid cancer. Navigating the medical maze while experiencing all the emotional and physical aspects of the disease broadened my perspective of what patients truly endured. I now knew what it felt like to be scared, overwhelmed, exhausted and drained, while also needing to manage my care. I knew how important it was for me to find the strength to search out the best doctors, get the necessary opinions and decide, along with my chosen medical team, what the best course of treatment was going to be for me. No longer on the outside looking in “giving” advice, I was “living” it. It changed my perception of things. It changed me.

Then the “ah-ha” moment came when I realized that this must be one of the lessons in this difficult journey. How much better can I help people now that I have been through it myself? And so, the mission continues. I have joined many a support group and thyroid cancer community, to not only learn helpful advice and tips from those who have come before me, but to turn around and help those behind me. I share my story whenever I can because I want people to know what I have experienced. If my experiences can help someone else who is newly diagnosed, then fantastic!

No one gets out of this so-called life without some level of struggle, devastation and despair. It comes with all those amazing parts. It’s a package. We don’t get a choice or a vote. We just get what is meant for us. So be sure to savor every calm, happy and peaceful moment you can because there will be a not-so-nice one right around the corner. But you will be OK. No matter what it is. You will dig deep and handle it your very best. And this is what this ride called life is all about, so buckle up and enjoy the ride and don’t forget to always help others along the way. It makes that ride all the more meaningful.

	
				    
			 

	
		      	
		      
				    [image: ]On Tuesday, January 16, 2018, our Medical Paralegal, Corine Mogenis, was a guest on “In the Loop,” a live radio broadcast with Legal Analyst, Tanya Young Williams, which airs on WIMG 1300 AM radio, Trenton, NJ.

She discussed her career as a Medical Malpractice Paralegal, her award-winning book, local cable TV show on Princeton TV and her metastatic thyroid cancer diagnosis and journey through surgery and treatment. She discussed her efforts in bringing awareness about thyroid cancer – how thousands of more cases are diagnosed every year and medical professionals are still not sure why people are getting it. The theme of the conversation was the importance of being your own health advocate, as well as the importance of getting “your neck checked” in honor of Thyroid Cancer Awareness Month (January). This was a great platform to share this information and she was grateful for the opportunity.[image: ]

	
				    
			 

	
		      	
		      
				    [image: ]Little Tikes Company is recalling a number of swings for infants. In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), Little Tikes, of Hudson, Ohio, is implementing a correction action plan involving approximately 540,000 units of the “2-in-1 Snug ‘n Secure” pink swings manufactured during the time period of November 2009 and December 2013.

The plastic seat of the swing can crack or break entirely, allowing the child to fall through and subjecting them to potentially serious injuries.

If you own an affected swing, you may contact Little Tikes and they will refund the purchase price for a future Little Tikes credit.

If your child has been injured by one of these swings, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

	
				    
			 

	
		      	
		      
				    One might think that ongoing sewage leaks or persistent rodent problems would be enough to trigger a fine for a hospital, but according to an investigation by USA Today, that is rarely the outcome.

Take, for instance, the case of MedStar Washington Hospital Center in Washington D.C. The hospital is the go-to emergency center for members of Congress. The hospital is under investigation by the D.C. Health Department for sewage leaks, which have been ongoing for almost 2 years. One leak affected the operating room in which Congressman Steve Scalise was had his last operation after his shooting in June.

In addition, it also suffers from poor quality ratings particularly for certain infections, and foreign objects left inside surgical patients. Despite these issues, the last time a Washington D.C. hospital was fined was in 2013, when Specialty Hospital of Washington had to pay a penalty of $10,000.

Likewise, for Venice Regional Bayfront Health in Sarasota, Florida, a state investigation found 13 violations of state and federal law in its handling of a major sewage leak. The violations included failure to assure the sewage was cleaned up properly and to conduct an infection control risk assessment. Investigators reported finding live rats above ceiling tiles affected by the leak, along with other problems, according to the Herald-Tribune in Sarasota. What was their penalty? According to the hospital spokesman, Bob Hite, a “nominal” $4,000 fine.

In addition to increasing infection risk, unclean facilities have other substantial consequences. To get reimbursement for treating Medicare patients, hospitals have to maintain a clean environment that’s designed to prevent the transmission of communicable diseases, noted infection control expert Larry Muscarella. Sewage leaks in operating rooms could easily violate that, he says.

The issue is not that hospitals suffer from the same maintenance issues as every other commercial property. Obviously, there will occasionally be issues, and they must be remediated quickly, and in keeping with safety and sterilization requirements. The issue is the lack of will on the part of state and federal overseers to impose penalties for slow or unsatisfactory remediation. It is imperative that hospitals be more efficient at fixing things like sewage leaks and rodent infestations – if not on their own volition, than certainly out of fear of fines for noncompliance with safety standards.

	
				    
			 

	
		      	
		      
				    In this action, a woman sued the Federal Government after her son sustained nerve damage to his arm after delivery by a doctor managed under a federal program. The matter was resolved with a settlement after 5 years in litigation.

On February 14, 2010, at 37.5 weeks pregnant, the plaintiff was admitted to the labor and delivery department of Kimball Medical Center in Lakewood, New Jersey, upon a complaint of ruptured membranes and irregular contractions. The plaintiff gave birth later that day. At the time of delivery, the newborn demonstrated a left upper extremity with decreased movement from shoulder to elbow. He was diagnosed with “shoulder dystocia” and Erb’s palsy, a form of brachial plexus palsy.

The plaintiff and her son attribute their injuries to Dr. Adam R., an OB/GYN specialist and employee of Ocean Health Initiatives, Inc., who was charged with plaintiffs’ pre- and post-natal care and labor and delivery.

The plaintiff filed suit in the NJ State Court against the defendants, Dr. Adam R. and Kimball Medical Center. The plaintiff accused the defendant doctor of medical malpractice. The plaintiff sought damages including past and future medical expenses for her son, as well as pain and suffering, lost earning capacity, and other damages. The defendant, United States Attorney, successfully removed the case to the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey, arguing that the defendant doctor was caring for plaintiff under a federal program. The United States was thereafter substituted as the only defendant as per federal law. The case was subsequently dismissed, after the Court ruled that plaintiff had filed multiple federal complaints with disparate dates.

The case was thereafter appealed to the Third Circuit Court of Appeals, who found that plaintiff’s claim was properly pursued and reinstated the claim. In the interim, the NJ State Supreme Court extended the immunity afforded to charitable and hospital entities to clinics similar to the defendant’s. As a result, at best Plaintiff’s claim would be capped at $250,000 damages and at worst the defendant would be granted total immunity and the plaintiffs would not be entitled to any recovery.

The matter was resolved with a settlement for $225,000. The court approved a distribution of $115,000 in trust to the infant Plaintiff and $110,000 to pay legal expenses (which exceeded that amount). The case was handled by Jim Martin and Dana McDade. Martin Kane Kuper waived attorneys’ fees.

	
				    
			 

	
		      	
		      
				    [image: ]Martin Kane Kuper is proud to announce that Jim Martin has again been recognized as one of the Best Lawyers in America by Best Lawyers, a division of Woodward/White. Jim was recognized for his work in the practice areas of:

Medical Malpractice Law

Personal Injury Litigation

Product Liability Litigation

Jim was also named the Best Lawyers’ 2018 Woodbridge Area Plaintiffs’ Product Liability Litigation “Lawyer of the Year.” Only a single lawyer in each practice area in each community is honored as “Lawyer of the Year.”

Jim Martin is honored to be recognized by his peers for such a prestigious award. He is proud to represent injured clients, and is thankful that he can help them through such difficult periods in their lives.

 

Methodology:

Recognition by Best Lawyers is based entirely on peer review. The methodology is designed to capture, as accurately as possible, the consensus opinion of leading lawyers about the professional abilities of their colleagues within the same geographical area and legal practice area.

Best Lawyers employs a sophisticated, conscientious, rational, and transparent survey process designed to elicit meaningful and substantive evaluations of the quality of legal services. The belief has always been that the quality of a peer review survey is directly related to the quality of the voters.

For more information, visit: https://www.bestlawyers.com/methodology

	
				    
			 

	
		      	
		      
				    A young couple and their infant son suffered injuries from a head-on collision at 1:00am on January 23, 2012. The defendant was driving in the wrong direction on Route 35 and showed a Blood Alcohol Content of .25. The infant child, properly secured in his child seat, sustained a fractured skull and brain damage, resulting in seizures and requiring extensive treatment and therapy. The child has suffered delayed development and motor, physical and cognitive skills along with other neurologic related issues. In the accident, the mother was thrown from the back seat to the front passenger area, resulting in multiple injuries and the need for three separate back surgeries, from which she is still recovering. Her husband received permanent injury to his right shoulder amongst other injuries that were successfully treated.

Liable for the incident, in addition to the drunk driver, was his companion whom had let him leave that night along with the bar who served the visibly intoxicated defendant. The valet company associated with the restaurant was also liable as employees had left their shift early on the night of the incident, neglecting their duties to provide parking lot management and security. Jim Martin and Dana McDade were able to reach a settlement of $2.63 million for the injured family.

	
				    
			 

	
		      	
		      
				    Jim Martin, Jack Kane, Eric Kuper, John Harding and John Gillick were all recognized as Super Lawyers by Thompson Reuters.

Martin Kane Kuper attorneys continue to receive AV Ratings by Martindale-Hubbell for high ethical standards and legal excellence.

Jim Martin has been honored by a number of individual awards, including:

	Fellow of the American Bar Foundation
	Top 100 Trial Lawyers in the country by the National Trial Lawyers Association
	Named one of New Jersey’s “10 Best” by the American Institute of Personal Injury Attorneys
	Ranked among the top 1% of attorneys by the National Association of Distinguished Counsel


	
				    
			 

	
		      	
		      
				    Jack Kane recently obtained the following results for clients of our Perth Amboy office:

	$100,000 settlement for tear of shoulder without surgery, some bulges in spine
	$75,000 for facial laceration/scarring
	$110,000 scarring and some spine/neuro treatment
	$50,000 settlement for broken finger at negligent store


Todd Drayton Slip and Fall Settlement

On September 12, 2016, Todd Drayton, Esq. obtained a $130,000 settlement on behalf of his client against a landowner and its tenant, a nationally prominent fraternal and service organization, for injuries suffered during a fall on ice on the Defendants’ property in 2014. Given the location of Plaintiff’s fall, liability was strongly contested. Plaintiff suffered a spiral fracture of his tibia, as well as a comminuted fracture of the lateral malleolus.

Petra Vavra Settlements

	We represented a woman who slipped on ice in her own condominium complex, suffering some soft tissue low back injuries and a knee injury requiring arthroscopic surgery to repair a torn meniscus. Defendant condo complex argued that Plaintiff had been aware of the icing issue due to freezing precipitation and should have utilized the de-icing materials provided outside her doorway. The case settled for $100,000.
	Our client became intoxicated in a bar and decided to walk home. He was struck by at least 2 motor vehicles while crossing a 6-lane highway against a red light not within a crosswalk. He was not employed and provided no monetary support to any individuals. The case settled for $181,000.
	We represented a client who underwent a below the knee amputation for uncontrolled diabetes 3 months prior to the accident precipitating the lawsuit. He also suffered from kidney failure and required routine dialysis. Subsequent to the surgical amputation, he underwent 3 months’ in-patient rehabilitation before being released home. 2 days after discharge, our client requested medical transportation for his routine dialysis appointment. While being moved on to the stretcher, he slipped off the stretcher and reopened the surgical wound. He required and additional weeklong hospital stay and an additional 3 months’ in-patient rehabilitation. The case settled for $240,000.
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        The East Brunswick, New Jersey, personal injury law firm of Martin Kane Kuper, LLC represents clients in; New Brunswick, North Brunswick, South Brunswick, East Brunswick, Edison, Woodbridge, Piscataway, Elizabeth, Newark, Old Bridge, Princeton, Sayreville, Freehold, Red Bank, Toms River and all communities of Middlesex County, Monmouth County, Union County, Somerset County, Mercer County, Hunterdon County, Ocean County, Essex County, Camden County, Burlington County, Warren County and Sussex County.


			Copyright © 2024 Martin Kane Kuper, LLC
   
    
 
    
    
    
    
    
    	
	
	
	
    







[image: ]

    
    
    
      
    
    

